
NASA satellite data indicates that June 2024 was still in the warming 
spike of the past year although slightly cooler:

In contrast, the real-time surface station
temperature record of Temperature.global
reports cooling since January 2015. 

We remind you that the notion of “average 
global temperature,” however guesstimated, 
has no physical meaning and there are many 
significant problems associated with it. That 
said, we will address the claimed warming 
spike of the past year at the end. Let’s move 
on to this month’s fact checks.
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https://www.drroyspencer.com/latest-global-temperatures/
https://temperature.global/


Fact Check. Heat-related deaths are a routine 
tragedy during the Hajj when it occurs in summer 
months. Saudi Arabia does not keep records on the 
number of deaths, but it appears that the number 
of deaths in 1985 (~2,000) is greater than or on par 
with the claimed 1,300 from this year. Mecca has an 
urban heat island effect of as much as 12°F to 15°F, 
making the summer a particularly dangerous time 
for pilgrims. Many of this year’s deaths have been 
attributed to unregistered tourists left in dangerous 
heat by fly-by-night tour companies. Read more…

Fact Check. The New York Times reported on 
June 27, 2024 in “A Surprising Climate Find” that: 
“Of late, though, scientists have begun telling a 
surprising new story about these islands. By
comparing mid-20th century aerial photos with
recent satellite images, they’ve been able to see 
how the islands have evolved over time. What they 
found is startling: Even though sea levels have
risen, many islands haven’t shrunk. Most, in fact, 
have been stable. Some have even grown. One 
study that rounded up scientists’ data on 709
islands across the Pacific and Indian Oceans 
showed that nearly 89 percent either had increased 
in area or hadn’t changed much in recent decades. 
Only 11 percent had contracted.”

CLIMATE KILLED HAJJ 
PILGRIMS? 
The Washington Post reported in “Hajj heat 
wave deaths underscore climate threat 
for most vulnerable” that: “With global 
temperatures on the rise, including in the 
desert kingdom, and a two-tiered system 
that prevents many pilgrims from accessing 
facilities or services, the pilgrimage could 
become increasingly risky.”

PACIFIC ISLANDS 
SINKING?  
The New York Times reported on February 
17, 1992 in “Island Nations Fear a Rise in the 
Sea” that:  “Representatives of 37 island 
nations that fear they may disappear beneath 
the waves if the world grows any warmer 
are voicing their concern at the slow pace 
toward an agreement on stabilizing the  
global climate.”

https://climaterealism.com/2024/06/wrong-mainstream-media-hajj-deaths-not-unusual-or-due-to-climate-change/
https://www.nytimes.com/2024/06/27/briefing/maldives-atolls-climate-change.html?searchResultPosition=1
https://wires.onlinelibrary.wiley.com/doi/abs/10.1002/wcc.557
https://wires.onlinelibrary.wiley.com/doi/abs/10.1002/wcc.557
https://www.washingtonpost.com/world/2024/06/23/hajj-heat-saudi-arabia-pilgrims/
https://www.washingtonpost.com/world/2024/06/23/hajj-heat-saudi-arabia-pilgrims/
https://www.washingtonpost.com/world/2024/06/23/hajj-heat-saudi-arabia-pilgrims/


 

CLIMATE CHANGE 
CAUSED WILDFIRES 
TO DOUBLE? 
The Washington Post reported in “Fueled 
by climate change, extreme wildfires have 
doubled in 20 years” that: “The frequency and 
magnitude of extreme wildfires around the 
globe has doubled in the past two decades 
due to climate change, according to a study.”

Fact Check. Global wildfire burn acreage has been 
declining precipitously for since the 1930s. That 
trend continues, the new study acknowledges. It 
merely claims that the number of wildfires has 
doubled over the past 20 years. Even if it were true 
that the mere number of wildfires has increased 
over the past 20 years, that could be due to lots 
of things like changes in forest management and 
different ways of counting of wildfires. There may 
also be more human activities starting fires in 
increasingly poorly managed forests. Think 
camping, arson and faulty power transmission lines. 
None of that has anything to do with emissions or 
“climate change” – the latter of which there has 
been none in our lifetime.

https://www.washingtonpost.com/climate-environment/2024/06/24/extreme-wildfires-increased-study/
https://www.washingtonpost.com/climate-environment/2024/06/24/extreme-wildfires-increased-study/
https://www.washingtonpost.com/climate-environment/2024/06/24/extreme-wildfires-increased-study/
https://www.washingtonpost.com/weather/2023/08/18/deadlier-fires-increasing-hawaii-california/?itid=lk_inline_manual_2
https://www.nature.com/articles/s41559-024-02452-2
https://www.nature.com/articles/s41467-018-03838-0
https://www.nature.com/articles/s41467-018-03838-0


CLIMATE CHANGE 
CAUSED HEAT WAVE 
RECORDS? 
In attempting to promote a link between heat 
waves and emissions, the Washington Post 
spotlighted a host of new “records” from an 
East Coast heat wave.

Fact Check. But these “calendar day records” are 
meaningless in any effort to link emissions with 
heat waves. As show below, in every case cited by 
the Washington Post, it’s been hotter in June 
decades and much emissions ago.

Fact Check. How much does anyone really 
know about any “climate change” occurring in 
Afghanistan. Below, is the NASA map of 
temperature stations in that part of the world. 
Afghanistan is the big blank space circled on the 
map. Afghani farmers may have trouble switching 
from poppy to staple crop cultivation under the 
Taliban, but there are probably better explanations 
than “climate change.”

GLOBAL 
WARMING HURTS 
TALIBAN FARMING?  
The CBS television news program Face 
 The Washington Post reported in “As climate 
change imperils Taliban’s shift from opium, 
impact could be felt worldwide” that: 
“Two years after the Taliban banned opium, 
Afghan farmers turning to alternative crops 
are discovering that many no longer grow 
easily here because of the impact of climate 
change, imperiling poppy eradication efforts.

https://www.washingtonpost.com/climate-environment/2024/06/24/extreme-wildfires-increased-study/
https://www.washingtonpost.com/climate-environment/2024/06/24/extreme-wildfires-increased-study/
https://www.washingtonpost.com/climate-environment/2024/06/24/extreme-wildfires-increased-study/


FLORIDA RAINS 
CAUSED BY 
EMISSIONS? 
The Washington Post reported in “DeSantis 
rejects climate change rationale for 
record-breaking rain” that: “Florida Gov. Ron 
DeSantis and his administration are pushing 
back against assertions that the storm had 
anything to do with climate change… “This 
clearly is not unprecedented,” he said.”

Fact Check. Ft. Lauderdale got a record 9.54 
inches of rain on June 12, 2024. But on May 27, 
2003 – about the same time of the year -- Ft. 
Lauderdale got 10.22 inches of rain. So Gov. 
DeSantis is correct that heavy rains have hit 
South Florida before.

Fact Check. The prediction of melting ice is based 
on worst-case climate modelling, the so-called 
business-as-usual scenario. It’s so implausible 
that even climate hoaxers have been running away 
from it. Next, there has been no notable change in 
Hudson Bay sea ice over the past 20 years even 
though emissions have skyrocketed. And even 
though the past 12 months have supposedly been 
the “hottest year ever,” Arctic sea ice is the same as 
it was 20 years ago. Finally, there’s been no decline 
in polar bears over the past 20 years, even though 
emissions have skyrocketed. Polar bears were only 
ever in danger 60 years ago when they were nearly 
hunted to extinction. But since polar bears have 
been protected by law, they’re doing just fine -- 
unlike the new study, the ice under which has 
melted. Read more…

POLAR BEARS 
EXTINCT BY THE 
2030S?   
The New York Times reported in “Missing a 
Global Climate Target Could Spell Disaster 
for These Polar Bears” that: “ Polar bears in 
the southern Hudson Bay could go extinct as 
early as the 2030s because the sea ice that 
helps them hunt for food is thinning, a new 
study suggests.”

https://www.washingtonpost.com/nation/2024/06/15/desantis-florida-storm-floods-rain/
https://www.washingtonpost.com/nation/2024/06/15/desantis-florida-storm-floods-rain/
https://www.washingtonpost.com/nation/2024/06/15/desantis-florida-storm-floods-rain/
https://polarbearscience.com/2024/06/13/new-hudson-bay-sea-ice-modelling-paper-is-more-utterly-useless-fearmongering-about-polar-bears/
https://www.nytimes.com/2024/06/13/climate/polar-bear-population-climate-change.html?searchResultPosition=2
https://www.nytimes.com/2024/06/13/climate/polar-bear-population-climate-change.html?searchResultPosition=2
https://www.nytimes.com/2024/06/13/climate/polar-bear-population-climate-change.html?searchResultPosition=2


RECORD INDIAN 
HEAT WAVE?   
The Washington Post reported in “Deaths 
mount and water rationed as India faces 
record heat” that: “India’s heat waves 
are attributed to a combination of short-term 
weather patterns and long-term warming 
trends fueled by human-caused climate 
change.”

Fact Check. India didn’t have record 
temperatures. The reported temperatures 
were wrong by 3°C (5.4°F).

https://www.washingtonpost.com/world/2024/05/31/india-heat-deaths/
https://www.washingtonpost.com/world/2024/05/31/india-heat-deaths/
https://www.washingtonpost.com/world/2024/05/31/india-heat-deaths/


MIDWEST FLOODING 
CAUSED BY CLIMATE 
CHANGE? 
The Associated Press reported in “What’s 
causing the devastating flooding in the 
Midwest?’ that: “As greenhouse gases warm 
the planet, the hotter atmosphere can hold 
more water. That means big rainstorms can 
pour down even more water, overwhelming 
sewer systems and flooding downtowns.” 

Fact Check. As the AP admitted, “In the 
Midwest, flooding isn’t new. Nor is heavy rain in 
June. And linking any particular big rainstorm 
to climate change is difficult.” The Midwest
experienced comparable or greater rains in 1993, 
many emissions ago. As to the claim that a hotter 
atmosphere holds more water, warmer air 
actually slows condensation rates leading to 
less intense rainfall. 

Fact Check. As shown by the US Environmental 
Protection Agency graph, below, heat wave 
intensity and frequency have dramatically declined 
in the US over the past 90 years as emissions have 
skyrocketed. There is no science or data supporting 
the notion that emissions cause heat waves.

‘CLIMATE FUELED’ 
HEAT WAVES?  
The Washington Post reported in “Billions 
of people just felt the deadly intensity of 
climate-fueled heat waves” that: “Scorching 
heat across five continents set 1,400 records 
this week and showed how human-caused 
global warming has made catastrophic  
temperatures commonplace.”

https://apnews.com/article/midwest-flooding-explainer-88b6eafd1252d9a5a473d3c867a4603b
https://apnews.com/article/midwest-flooding-explainer-88b6eafd1252d9a5a473d3c867a4603b
https://apnews.com/article/midwest-flooding-explainer-88b6eafd1252d9a5a473d3c867a4603b
https://www.epa.gov/climate-indicators/climate-change-indicators-heat-waves
https://www.washingtonpost.com/climate-environment/2024/06/22/deadly-heat-wave-climate-change/
https://www.washingtonpost.com/climate-environment/2024/06/22/deadly-heat-wave-climate-change/
https://www.washingtonpost.com/climate-environment/2024/06/22/deadly-heat-wave-climate-change/


One last thing notable for June is the media 
suppression of the late-May study from one of the 
Nature journals reporting that 80% of the past year’s 
warming spike was caused by cleaner air allowing 
more solar radiation to hit the Earth’s surface. When 
the study was first published, it was covered by 
Reuters and the Telegraph (UK).

But other than a one-sentence allusion to it in the 
Washington Post almost one month later, the media 
has failed to report about it despite efforts to bring it 
to their attention.



Presented by the Competitive Enterprise Institute (CEI), The Heartland Institute, Energy & Environment Legal Institute, Committee for a Constructive Tomorrow (CFACT), the 
International Climate Science Coalition (ICSC), and Truth in Energy and Climate.

The dishonest media is why we do these monthly fact checks. Check out these and other great fact 
checks from June at:

ClimateRealism.com

•	 The New York Times Is Right, Finally; Climate Change Is Not Threatening Island Nations

•	 Wrong, AP, Human-Caused Climate Change is Not Why Houses on Barrier Islands Are In Danger

•	 Wrong, Mainstream Media, Hajj Deaths Not Unusual or Due to Climate Change

•	 CNN Goes ‘Mann Overboard’ on Eastern U.S. Heatwave

•	 No, Science News, Your “Ocean’s Record-Breaking Hot Streak” Claims Are False

WattsUpWithThat.com

•	 The Resilient Great Barrier Reef: Analyzing the Surprising Recovery Amidst Climate Alarmism

•	 Video: The urban heat island – implications for global warming & climate change

•	 Hot Facts About Heat

•	 Arctic sea ice at the summer solstice: more polar bear habitat than 2022 after hottest year on record

•	 Expert’s Prediction Of “Summer of Hell” For Central Europe Hasn’t Materialized Yet
 

See you in August for the July Climate Fact Check!

https://climaterealism.com/
https://climaterealism.com/2024/07/the-new-york-times-is-right-finally-climate-change-is-not-threatening-island-nations/
https://climaterealism.com/2024/06/wrong-ap-rising-seas-are-not-why-houses-on-barrier-islands-are-in-danger/
https://climaterealism.com/2024/06/wrong-mainstream-media-hajj-deaths-not-unusual-or-due-to-climate-change/
https://climaterealism.com/2024/06/cnn-goes-mann-overboard-on-eastern-u-s-heatwave/
https://climaterealism.com/2024/06/no-sciencenews-your-oceans-record-breaking-hot-streak-claims-are-false/
https://wattsupwiththat.com/
https://wattsupwiththat.com/2024/07/01/the-resilient-great-barrier-reef-analyzing-the-surprising-recovery-amidst-climate-alarmism/
https://wattsupwiththat.com/2024/06/30/video-the-urban-heat-island-implications-for-global-warming-climate-change/
https://wattsupwiththat.com/2024/06/29/hot-facts-about-heat/
https://wattsupwiththat.com/2024/06/28/arctic-sea-ice-at-the-summer-solstice-more-polar-bear-habitat-than-2022-after-hottest-year-on-record/
https://wattsupwiththat.com/2024/06/27/experts-prediction-of-summer-of-hell-for-central-europe-hasnt-materialized-yet/

