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OPINION | LETTERS

John Kerry’s Phony Climate Accomplishments

The only thing historic about the Glasgow conference was its cost and carbon footprint.

Nov. 26,202111:42am ET

John Kerry, U.S. special presidential envoy for climate, at the COP26 U.N. Climate Summit in Glasgow, Nov. 12.
PHOTO: ALBERTO PEZZALI/ASSOCIATED PRESS

The comparison by John Kerry of this month’s international climate carnival with the
Constitutional Convention was preposterous (“COP26 Prepared the World to Beat Climate
Change,” op-ed, Nov. 22).

The Biden administration’s commitments in Glasgow would cripple America’s economy,
empower China and Russia and do little to address climate change. President Biden’s war
on U.S. energy has already resulted in rising natural gas and gasoline prices and sent
inflation to a 31-year high.

While the White House works to shut down U.S. energy production, our adversaries can
emit at will. China’s emission-reduction target actually allows its emissions to increase
until 2030. In 2019 China emitted more greenhouse gasses than the rest of the developed
world combined.

The “significant” methane reduction agreement Mr. Kerry reached with China was little
more than a regurgitation of old language. Meanwhile, Russia has had several massive
methane leaks this year alone. That hasn’t stopped the president from pleading with
Russia and the OPEC cartel to increase energy sales, even as he hamstrings cleaner U.S.
production.

https://www.wsj.com/articles/john-kerry-climate-change-conference-c...et-zero-energy-prices-coal-gas-11637796811?mod=opinion_major_pos16

Page 1 of 3


https://www.wsj.com/articles/cop26-prepared-the-world-to-beat-climate-change-global-warming-emissions-glasgow-11637526170?mod=article_inline
https://cat.va.us.criteo.com/delivery/ck.php?cppv=3&cpp=P0SNX3s6M1fvgLs0VkQq46y2o6QC6tNUbYw8eh3NtPLC3JPAWvaz5R04hHG0JkTRmX8Ut7tg0QcEEAUv3pZP8M8bkvxicH91A_o5fC7vauu32PVw8maxc-ZAqkEwkFKO7zgCucuqSio9n8uHbpJCnwwORnSkxRtdoN00-F2ZALMeO9B0Q7IB-s1EJHXZNcTiAhzMvlgtplHRjixE0ZjT5kmAtdGCC0HU9wxbuuLaUv79qxHA-ychnBIFdhj--oyW3uzARo3gZKYgLqaOWza4G4PbLiqIw1fx8dArvV8FAdcTGHhpupwDhgLii5zdF3dnAIurlpk4D4_TaH7Vu_JXEB8Eq9e_cDV1hwEs7S1vSDulfoviSYDWIBAKTZqCHWUdbf2htG4ujnpo-eD4bvNuqfg87XjP65ynEKduXzhzgZy7rLwicaMTrjmP4AWzM22lpRpFLEnuRL_0VPQRghdg_O8kgi2Tip1hcBDyOaQUmLxvGlfM7-QK8ahwb_xrqDkSXNNkNg&maxdest=https%3A%2F%2Fad.doubleclick.net%2Fddm%2Ftrackclk%2FN9525.154378CRITEO%2FB25892104.305008773%3Bdc_trk_aid%3D497940465%3Bdc_trk_cid%3D151965769%3Bgdpr%3D0%3B%3Fhttps%3A%2F%2Fwww.vistaprint.com%2F
https://cat.va.us.criteo.com/delivery/ck.php?cppv=3&cpp=CiIM8Xs6M1fvgLs0VkQq46y2o6QC6tNUbYw8eh3NtPLC3JPAWvaz5R04hHG0JkTRmX8Ut7tg0QcEEAUv3pZP8M8bkvxicH91A_o5fC7vauu32PVw8maxc-ZAqkEwkFKO7zgCucuqSio9n8uHbpJCnwwORnSkxRtdoN00-F2ZALMeO9B0piAA6qntc2lMWTYSO5cAyBDGGJwkkF3crNfAmZudQvTl4qegMdrWVupMDlj3jA9fUGkM1JewEba2rF3i9nK6y3s5DFlUTQaD5Uvmjg4oJiLOU5BNgH2dWsYJ8NSGFT1KOJldLaEZegPhe0ixyxxf1uA2TZpcheosDV5jzMsyfMRZrJnKbbIYcS9h183gav1VgGkjTVZ2J9OOVnsfNaxkk-JrB7dQeVfUXkffpPxZglI01VxlMc8-rKdCPgER4ME9PHWV1AyG68AYG32fJKk0ScEenmF69CWNRi6Au6XyIb6XmQX_3GvieSObA5JjsYBlM1YXBKRpx6v1YnbtkaYbf7vKnX6RuIM4hYtgMWB8F1Q&maxdest=https%3A%2F%2Fad.doubleclick.net%2Fddm%2Ftrackclk%2FN9525.154378CRITEO%2FB25892104.305008773%3Bdc_trk_aid%3D497940465%3Bdc_trk_cid%3D151965769%3Bgdpr%3D0%3B%3Fhttps%3A%2F%2Fwww.vistaprint.com%2Fvp%2Fgateway.aspx%3FS%3D3851836032%26PREURL%3D%2Fbusiness-cards%2Fstandard%3FrequestorId%3Dmerchandising-feeds-prod%26mpId%3DMP-234273%26design%3D1200903_GN1
https://cat.va.us.criteo.com/delivery/ck.php?cppv=3&cpp=coe3HXs6M1fvgLs0VkQq46y2o6QC6tNUbYw8eh3NtPLC3JPAWvaz5R04hHG0JkTRmX8Ut7tg0QcEEAUv3pZP8M8bkvxicH91A_o5fC7vauu32PVw8maxc-ZAqkEwkFKO7zgCucuqSio9n8uHbpJCnwwORnSkxRtdoN00-F2ZALMeO9B06IMlZWno0T5v8Nj69d5ufeRIe-7bGPh_Fr0T0sf4Pw03NyntXHeHEKGi8hsXupHxmsdigcymBWU4J9o78MYcqfar8xJYjhgI-x3wu13v3Pb-xvncntLkOblAA8TJSH8-52WoSaYa7c3j7FmyHxQeMvI1zSKyLTO3Zkz8_CkG5vo3mubD3FnSWmvljXp0vKPiuF6QcEgjohPlb_kaWv4OaMUQ16baIqQYEzKqSMsla60WWqTRVXD-GMeShxjA9amGD5wS2UyQbBp6sf27V5PDwt0KC3tgjD0xzTdbcdUHNW1ojnqJraNYKldgGwpyMZ6CGrfUvfRkA3mhGWbdp94DCQ6RxKoEVxz6x9n9ioKFkeY&maxdest=https%3A%2F%2Fad.doubleclick.net%2Fddm%2Ftrackclk%2FN9525.154378CRITEO%2FB25892104.305008773%3Bdc_trk_aid%3D497940465%3Bdc_trk_cid%3D151965769%3Bgdpr%3D0%3B%3Fhttps%3A%2F%2Fwww.vistaprint.com%2Fvp%2Fgateway.aspx%3FS%3D3851836032%26PREURL%3D%2Fbusiness-cards%2Fstandard%3FrequestorId%3Dmerchandising-feeds-prod%26mpId%3DMP-234273
https://cat.va.us.criteo.com/delivery/ck.php?cppv=3&cpp=LqxHy3s6M1fvgLs0VkQq46y2o6QC6tNUbYw8eh3NtPLC3JPAWvaz5R04hHG0JkTRmX8Ut7tg0QcEEAUv3pZP8M8bkvxicH91A_o5fC7vauu32PVw8maxc-ZAqkEwkFKO7zgCucuqSio9n8uHbpJCnwwORnSkxRtdoN00-F2ZALMeO9B0Xe6CMcSyW-8wE31Jwbk9JTRTfZQmEd1fwToZQ-9AvrtltFfRg9PWebj2dNNO7e905umw-b43accv9qlC7ytHaOAxT5fsPvxwyygwgm13tr85UYWdpeOzU2tH3Lpc_C5merf5YfJZLiBw7cB3Z8CKXR2qarzlq5uN91odeot9GZVv0EqVVqYXwJLtNW2gTQjhTOAvoJZ1pfinVbGyHez9gWdiwBz7nTEFQyKtOEcrpq4YsxWgPJSN9XgsSQTe_-yTImE1_eXUBYS2qI0HpI0u_9V6lf3zU_nBkhz7uNySX8W9SGcejJGNlysb64hSRpq6Il1IykHGobBj7FUa0BZHawe-d5TRNjJBRYuxA95vOAY&maxdest=https%3A%2F%2Fad.doubleclick.net%2Fddm%2Ftrackclk%2FN9525.154378CRITEO%2FB25892104.305008773%3Bdc_trk_aid%3D497940465%3Bdc_trk_cid%3D151965769%3Bgdpr%3D0%3B%3Fhttps%3A%2F%2Fwww.vistaprint.com%2Fvp%2Fgateway.aspx%3FS%3D3851836032%26PREURL%3D%2Fdesigns%2FLNL-1472157%2Fred-watercolor-18-x-27-yard-signs.aspx
https://www.wsj.com/news/opinion?mod=breadcrumb
https://www.wsj.com/news/types/letters?mod=breadcrumb

John Kerry's Phony Climate Accomplishments - WSJ 11/26/21, 12:11 PM

The administration simply opposes traditional American energy. While in Scotland, Mr.
Kerry recklessly declared, “By 2030 in the United States, we won’t have any coal.” At a
Senate Energy and Natural Resources Committee hearing last week, however, Mr. Biden’s
own Energy Department forecast that coal will continue to be critical part of our
electricity mix for decades to come. Abundant U.S. coal, along with natural gas and oil,
provide reliable and affordable energy. Mr. Kerry’s goals amount to unilateral American
energy disarmament.

The only thing historic about the Glasgow conference was its cost and carbon footprint.
COP26 resulted in an estimated 102,500 tons of carbon-dioxide emissions. That’s more
than the annual emissions of some of the nations that participated.

America is already a world leader in carbon reduction. In 2019 our greenhouse-gas
emissions were 14% lower than their 2004 peak. The reason? Free-market innovation, not
regulation or lopsided global treaties. Thanks to America’s entrepreneurs and innovators,
we live in an energy-independent republic. Will the Biden administration let us keep it?

Sen. John Barrasso (R., Wyo.)
Casper, Wyo.

Credit John Kerry for trying to make the best out of the futile spectacle that was the
COP26 climate conference. Despite COP26’s goal of “consigning coal to history,” coal
remains for the foreseeable future the No. 1 fuel for electricity generation world-wide.

Ahead of the conference, West Virginia Sen. Joe Manchin exercised his own veto of sorts
to effectively block President Biden from zeroing out the U.S. coal industry by 2030.
Neither the coal-loving Chinese nor Russian presidents (both putting off “net zero” until
2060) even bothered to attend the conference. The leader of coal-dependent India showed
up but delayed his country’s elusive net-zero goal until an unimaginable 2070.

Meanwhile, COP26 took place amid a global energy crisis caused by Europe’s green
policies. After shuttering coal plants in favor of wind turbines, the wind failed to show up
sufficiently in 2021, forcing Europe to fall back on natural-gas plants and causing a

continuing rise in gas prices.

Especially hard hit was the U.K., which saw skyrocketing gas prices close factories. Gas is
so expensive now in Europe that even with record CO2-emissions prices, it’s cheaper to
burn coal. High natural-gas prices will cause U.S. utilities to burn about 20% more coal
this year. In short, Europe’s thoughtless green policies have led to a global double
whammy of higher energy prices and more carbon emissions.

Like Mr. Kerry’s notion that the 1.5-degree-Celsius temperature target is meaningful
(rather than an arbitrary, nonscientific number the Climategate scandal revealed to be
“plucked out of thin air”), his claims of progress at COP26 bear little relation to reality.

Steve Milloy
JunkScience.com
Potomac, Md.

Mr. Kerry states clearly that the private sector will be needed to fund the trillions needed
for the transition to clean energy. He mentions the companies that have signed on to the
First Movers Coalitions. But on the role of the consumer in ultimately bearing the costs of
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the transition, i.e., paying higher gas prices, he stays quite mum.
Justin Purohit

Jessup, Pa.
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