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Snowfalls are now just a thing of the past

BY CHARLES ONIANS Monday 20 March 2000

Britain's winter ends tomorrow with further indications of a
striking environmental change: snow is starting to disappear
from our lives.

Sledges, snowmen, snowballs and the excitement of waking to
find that the stuff has settled outside are all a rapidly
diminishing part of Britain's culture, as warmer winters - which
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scientists are attributing to global climate change - produce not
only fewer white Christmases, but fewer white Januaries and

Februaries.
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average was 0.7 days. London's last substantial snowfall was in
February 1991.

Global warming, the heating of the atmosphere by increased
amounts of industrial gases, is now accepted as a reality by the
international community. Average temperatures in Britain were
nearly 0.6A°C higher in the Nineties than in 1960-90, and it is
estimated that they will increase by 0.2C every decade over the
coming century. Eight of the 10 hottest years on record occurred
in the Nineties.

However, the warming is so far manifesting itself more in
winters which are less cold than in much hotter summers.
According to Dr David Viner, a senior research scientist at the
climatic research unit (CRU) of the University of East
Anglia,within a few years winter snowfall will become "a very
rare and exciting event".

"Children just aren't going to know what snow is," he said.

The effects of snow-free winter in Britain are already becoming
apparent. This year, for the first time ever, Hamleys, Britain's
biggest toyshop, had no sledges on display in its Regent Street
store. "It was a bit of a first," a spokesperson said.

Fen skating, once a popular sport on the fields of East Anglia,
now takes place on indoor artificial rinks. Malcolm Robinson, of
the Fenland Indoor Speed Skating Club in Peterborough, says
they have not skated outside since 1997. "As a boy, I can
remember being on ice most winters. Now it's few and far
between," he said.

Michael Jeacock, a Cambridgeshire local historian, added that a
generation was growing up "without experiencing one of the
greatest joys and privileges of living in this part of the world -
open-air skating".

Warmer winters have significant environmental and economic
implications, and a wide range of research indicates that pests
and plant diseases, usually killed back by sharp frosts, are likely
to flourish. But very little research has been done on the cultural

implications of climate change - into the possibility, for example,

that our notion of Christmas might have to shift.

Professor Jarich Oosten, an anthropologist at the University of
Leiden in the Netherlands, says that even if we no longer see
snow, it will remain culturally important.

"We don't really have wolves in Europe any more, but they are
still an important part of our culture and everyone knows what
they look like," he said.
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David Parker, at the Hadley Centre for Climate Prediction and
Research in Berkshire, says ultimately, British children could
have only virtual experience of snow. Via the internet, they might

DAY IN A PAGE
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. 12 ¢  September T 2015 T Go
wonder at polar scenes - or eventually "feel" virtual cold.

/

>

Heavy snow will return occasionally, says Dr Viner, but when it What did Alex Jones
does we will be unprepared. "We're really going to get caught just call Nick

out. Snow will probably cause chaos in 20 years time," he said. Robinson?

The chances are certainly now stacked against the sortof heavy
snowfall in cities that inspired Impressionist painters, such as
Sisley, and the 19th century poet laureate Robert Bridges, who
wrote in "London Snow" of it, "stealthily and perpetually settling
and loosely lying".

Serena Williams' US
Open exit is Drake's
fault, say angry
fans

Not any more, it seems.

World News in Pictures

'l have herpes and
I'm not ashamed":
One woman tells
the world of her STI

Carla Valentine has
brains - about 300
of them - and an
award for the
Understanding of
Death

Louis van Gaal
chants 'Louis van
Gaal's army' during
press conference

https://web.archive.org/web/20150912124604/http:/www.independent.co..../environment/snowfalls-are-now-just-a-thing-of-the-past-724017.html Page 3 of 6


https://web.archive.org/web/20150912124604/http://www.independent.co.uk/dayinapage/?day=6&month=9&year=2015
https://web.archive.org/web/20150912124604/http://www.independent.co.uk/dayinapage/?day=7&month=9&year=2015
https://web.archive.org/web/20150912124604/http://www.independent.co.uk/dayinapage/?day=8&month=9&year=2015
https://web.archive.org/web/20150912124604/http://www.independent.co.uk/dayinapage/?day=9&month=9&year=2015
https://web.archive.org/web/20150912124604/http://www.independent.co.uk/dayinapage/?day=10&month=9&year=2015
https://web.archive.org/web/20150912124604/http://www.independent.co.uk/dayinapage/?day=11&month=9&year=2015
https://web.archive.org/web/20150912124604/http://www.independent.co.uk/dayinapage/?day=12&month=9&year=2015
https://web.archive.org/web/20150912124604/http://www.independent.co.uk/news/people/nick-robinson-called-a-nob-on-the-one-show-10497769.html
https://web.archive.org/web/20150912124604/http://www.independent.co.uk/news/people/twitter-blames-drake-for-serena-williamss-loss-in-the-us-open-semifinals-10497717.html
https://web.archive.org/web/20150912124604/http://www.independent.co.uk/life-style/love-sex/i-have-herpes-and-im-not-ashamed-woman-tells-the-world-about-sti-to-battle-stigma-10497739.html
https://web.archive.org/web/20150912124604/http://www.independent.co.uk/news/uk/home-news/barts-pathology-museum-curator-wins-major-contribution-to-the-understanding-of-death-award-thanks-to-her-collection-of-300-brains-10497409.html
https://web.archive.org/web/20150912124604/http://www.independent.co.uk/sport/football/premier-league/louis-van-gaal-chants-louis-van-gaals-army-during-press-conference-ahead-of-manchester-united-vs-liverpool-10497179.html
https://web.archive.org/web/20150912124604/http://www.independent.co.uk/news/world-news-in-pictures-8999813.html

Snowfalls are now just a thing of the past - Environment - The Independent 12/11/20, 3:12 PM

Timely new graphic
novel recalls how
democracy first
took root in Greece

<k

Why some people
find killing animals
arousing

How deep did a
Hamlet crowd dig
as Benedict
Cumberbatch made
refugee appeal?

Watch the 70s' star
who takes over top
slot in the Eamonn
Holmes list for
awkward
interviews

Siri interrupts
White House
briefing with a
comment on the
Iran nuclear deal

https://web.archive.org/web/20150912124604/http:/www.independent.co..../environment/snowfalls-are-now-just-a-thing-of-the-past-724017.html Page 4 of 6


https://web.archive.org/web/20150912124604/http://www.independent.co.uk/news/world/europe/timely-new-graphic-novel-recalls-how-democracy-first-took-root-in-greece-10493170.html
https://web.archive.org/web/20150912124604/http://www.independent.co.uk/life-style/love-sex/crush-fetishism-why-some-people-find-killing-animals-arousing-10496826.html
https://web.archive.org/web/20150912124604/http://www.independent.co.uk/news/people/benedict-cumberbatch-makes-emotional-appeal-to-hamlet-audience-to-help-refugees--and-raises-4000-10497009.html
https://web.archive.org/web/20150912124604/http://www.independent.co.uk/news/people/david-cassidy-gives-excruciating-interview-on-this-morning-with-eamonn-holmes-10496885.html
https://web.archive.org/web/20150912124604/http://www.independent.co.uk/life-style/gadgets-and-tech/news/siri-interrupts-white-house-press-briefing-but-cant-answer-question-on-iran-nuclear-deal-10496251.html

Snowfalls are now just a thing of the past - Environment - The Independent

https://web.archive.org/web/20150912124604/http:/www.independent.co..../environment/snowfalls-are-now-just-a-thing-of-the-past-724017.html

Ouch! Harry Styles
hit by bottle that
was only flying in
one direction

The costume
designer who has
dressed Carrie
Bradshaw and
Caitlyn Jenner

How supermarkets
are waking up the
reality of time-poor
shoppers

Attenboroughs’
unlikely heir - it's
Chris Packham

Ry Mail
How (he ke

You think that
Charlotte
Proudman is
hypocritical? | feel
for you

12/11/20, 3:12 PM

Page 5 of 6


https://web.archive.org/web/20150912124604/http://www.independent.co.uk/news/people/news/harry-styles-pelted-between-the-legs-by-flying-bottle-thrown-by-supposed-one-direction-fan-10496632.html
https://web.archive.org/web/20150912124604/http://www.independent.co.uk/life-style/fashion/features/patricia-field-interview-the-costume-designer-has-dressed-carrie-bradshaw-and-caitlyn-jenner-10493168.html
https://web.archive.org/web/20150912124604/http://www.independent.co.uk/news/business/analysis-and-features/supermarkets-of-the-future-aisle-have-what-theyre-having-10497671.html
https://web.archive.org/web/20150912124604/http://www.independent.co.uk/news/people/chris-packham-profile-david-attenboroughs-unlikely-heir-10497346.html
https://web.archive.org/web/20150912124604/http://www.independent.co.uk/voices/comment/think-that-charlotte-proudman-complimenting-a-man-on-facebook-is-hypocritical-i-feel-for-you-10496553.html

Advanced search
Article archive
Topics

Snowfalls are now just a thing of the past - Environment - The Independent

Terms & Policies
Privacy Policy
Cookie policy
Code of Conduct
Complaint form
Email newsletters
RSS

Live Blogs

About i100

START YOUR
DAY WITH

THE
INDEPENDENT

SIGN UP FOR
DAILY NEWS
EMAILS

Contact Us
Subscriptions
Apps

Work for us

Evening Standard
Homes & Property

iJobs
News video
Sport video

Advertising Guide
Syndication

Novaya Gazeta (English)
ES Business Connections

ES Rentals
London Live

© independent.co.uk

https://web.archive.org/web/20150912124604/http:/www.independent.co..../environment/snowfalls-are-now-just-a-thing-of-the-past-724017.html

12/11/20, 3:12 PM

Page 6 of 6


https://web.archive.org/web/20150912124604/http://www.independent.co.uk/
https://web.archive.org/web/20150912124604/http://www.independent.co.uk/advancedsearch/
https://web.archive.org/web/20150912124604/http://www.independent.co.uk/article-archive/
https://web.archive.org/web/20150912124604/http://www.independent.co.uk/topics/
https://web.archive.org/web/20150912124604/http://www.independent.co.uk/register/?news
https://web.archive.org/web/20150912124604/http://www.independent.co.uk/news/world/europe/timely-new-graphic-novel-recalls-how-democracy-first-took-root-in-greece-10493170.html
https://web.archive.org/web/20150912124604/http://www.independent.co.uk/news/world/europe/world-war-ii-soviet-envoys-book-reveals-missed-opportunities-to-preempt-hitlers-attack-on-the-soviet-union-10497419.html
https://web.archive.org/web/20150912124604/http://www.independent.co.uk/news/world/europe/refugee-crisis-three-stories-from-syrians-who-have-made-a-new-life-in-the-west-10497136.html
https://web.archive.org/web/20150912124604/http://www.independent.co.uk/life-style/fashion/features/patricia-field-interview-the-costume-designer-has-dressed-carrie-bradshaw-and-caitlyn-jenner-10493168.html
https://web.archive.org/web/20150912124604/http://www.independent.co.uk/arts-entertainment/tv/features/kevin-mccloud-interview-the-grand-designs-presenter-on-the-shard-prince-charles-and-drystonewalling-10493175.html
https://web.archive.org/web/20150912124604/http://www.independent.co.uk/service/legal-terms-amp-policies-759573.html
https://web.archive.org/web/20150912124604/http://www.independent.co.uk/service/privacy-policy-759574.html
https://web.archive.org/web/20150912124604/http://www.independent.co.uk/service/cookie-policy-7785164.html
https://web.archive.org/web/20150912124604/http://www.independent.co.uk/service/code-of-conduct-and-complaints-6280644.html
https://web.archive.org/web/20150912124604/http://www.independent.co.uk/service/code-of-conduct-and-complaints-6280644.html
https://web.archive.org/web/20150912124604/http://www.independent.co.uk/newsLetterPreferences/
https://web.archive.org/web/20150912124604/http://www.independent.co.uk/service/list-of-rss-feeds-775086.html
https://web.archive.org/web/20150912124604/http://live.independent.co.uk/#AllEvents
https://web.archive.org/web/20150912124604/http://www.independent.co.uk/incoming/about-i100couk-9438671.html
https://web.archive.org/web/20150912124604/http://www.independent.co.uk/service/contact-us-759589.html
https://web.archive.org/web/20150912124604/http://www.independent.co.uk/subscriptions/
https://web.archive.org/web/20150912124604/http://www.independent.co.uk/marketing/apps/
https://web.archive.org/web/20150912124604/http://www.independent.co.uk/service/work-for-inm-759587.html
https://web.archive.org/web/20150912124604/http://www.standard.co.uk/
https://web.archive.org/web/20150912124604/http://www.homesandproperty.co.uk/
https://web.archive.org/web/20150912124604/http://ijobs.independent.co.uk/
https://web.archive.org/web/20150912124604/http://www.independent.co.uk/video/
https://web.archive.org/web/20150912124604/http://www.independent.co.uk/video/sports/
https://web.archive.org/web/20150912124604/http://www.independent.co.uk/advertising-guide/
https://web.archive.org/web/20150912124604/http://www.independent.co.uk/service/independent-syndication-915183.html
https://web.archive.org/web/20150912124604/http://en.novayagazeta.ru/
https://web.archive.org/web/20150912124604/http://www.standard.co.uk/businessconnections
https://web.archive.org/web/20150912124604/http://www.standard.co.uk/lifestyle/esrentals/
https://web.archive.org/web/20150912124604/http://www.londonlive.co.uk/

