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CLIMATE PREDICTION
SWINGS AND MISSES:
A DECADE OF
ALARMIST STRIKE
OUTS, 2010-2019
DECEMBER 23, 2019
By Steven Milloy

What follows are climate predictions forecast
to come true during the 2010s - one for each
year. A few timely missed predictions for
2020 are also added as a bonus feature.
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WATCH THE VIDEO VERSION AT THE
BOTTOM OF THIS POST.

2010

In 1988, NASA’s James Hansen predicted that by 2010-2020,
global temperatures will be 4 to 6 degrees warmer than 1958.

Source: Associated Press, June 11, 1986 But average global
temperature has increased by only by perhaps 1.8F since
1958.

Source: Berkeley Earth

2011

In 2008, Australian media fretted the ongoing drought would
never break. But by 2011, Australia had so much rain, sea-level
had fallen.
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Source: Sydney Morning Herald, January 4, 2008

Source: The Guardian, August 23, 2013

2012

Columnist predicts famine by 2012 unless we go vegan.

http://www.smh.com.au/news/environment/this-drought-may-never-break/2008/01/03/1198949986473.html
https://www.theguardian.com/environment/2013/aug/23/australian-floods-global-sea-level
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Source: The Guardian, December 23, 2002

2013

Navy researcher says Arctic to be ice-free by 2013.

https://www.theguardian.com/uk/2002/dec/24/christmas.famine
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Source: December 12, 2007

2014

In 2009, Al Gore predicted the Arctic would be ice-free in
2014.

http://news.bbc.co.uk/2/hi/7139797.stm
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Source: USA Today, December 14, 2009

2015

A study published in Nature warned than an ice-free Arctic in
2015 could lead to a catstrophic methane release.

Source: The Guardian, July 24, 2013

2016

In 2013, a Navy scientist predicted the Arctic could be ice-free
as early as 2016, ‘84 years ahead of conventional projections.’

http://content.usatoday.com/communities/ondeadline/post/2009/12/gore-new-study-sees-nearly-ice-free-arctic-summer-ice-cap-as-early-as-2014/1#.XVm6Py2ZNu3
https://www.theguardian.com/environment/earth-insight/2013/jul/24/arctic-ice-free-methane-economy-catastrophe


12/27/19, 5)05 PMNews - Climate Prediction Swings and Misses: A Decade of Alarmist Strike Outs, 2010-2019 | Heartland Institute

Page 7 of 12https://www.heartland.org/news-opinion/news/climate-prediction-swings-and-misses-a-decade-of-alarmist-strike-outs-2010-2019

Source: The Guardian, December 9, 2013

2017

Prince Charles predicted back in 2009 that we only had 96
months to save the planet. July 9, 2017 came and went and
we are still here.

https://www.theguardian.com/environment/earth-insight/2013/jul/24/arctic-ice-free-methane-economy-catastrophe
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Source: The Independent, July 9, 2009

2018

In 1988, the United Nations predicted the Maldives would be
completely under water by 2018. 

https://www.independent.co.uk/environment/green-living/just-96-months-to-save-world-says-prince-charles-1738049.html
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Source: Agence France-Presse, September 26, 1988

2019

In 1989, NASA scientist James Hansen predicted New York

http://trove.nla.gov.au/newspaper/article/102074798
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City’s West Side Highway would be underwater by 2019
among other never-happened calamities. 

Source: Salon, October 23, 2001

Bonus Failed 2020 Prediction

Secret 2004c Pentagon report says Britain will have a
Siberian climate by 2020.

https://wayback.archive.org/web/20110202162233/https:/www.salon.com/books/int/2001/10/23/weather/
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Source: The Guardian, February 21, 2004

Bonus Failed 2020 Prediction

In 2000, it was predicted that heavy snow would disappear
for 20 years and then return an leave us “unprepared.”

Source: The Independent, March 20, 2000

https://www.theguardian.com/environment/2004/feb/22/usnews.theobserver
https://web.archive.org/web/20150912124604/http:/www.independent.co.uk/environment/snowfalls-are-now-just-a-thing-of-the-past-724017.html
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